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Director, FBI (100-442520) 
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RoATalrtel 11/5/64, copies to Ne^f-York, above 
caption as well as concerning Martin Luther King, Jr. 

I II I .. ■“ ■ ~ - —* 

On page two of the letterhead memorandum it 
is reported that Bayard Rustin told King that Lo wanted to 
Ulng one Robert Gilmore (phonetic) vltb «lm at the Thursday 


meeting in New York City. 


When King agreed to this. Rub tin 


advised that ho would toll Harry Wachtol that it was agreed 
that Gilmore could come. The meeting in question apparently 
refers to that of King’s advisors or somotimes referred to 
as the ’'research committee, 

Bufllos contain o reference to on© Robert Gilmore 
who was reportedly born 12/10/22, Proctor, Vermont, and who 
was the Secretary of the New York office of the American 
Friends Service Committee as of 6/G1. This individual 
is possibly identical to the Robert Gilmore who is subject 
of Haw York file 105-3921. 

_ New York should make effort to fully Identify the 
5ooerfc Gilmore who may be becoming a part ox the advisor 
group to King and should his nano again come up as a 
participant in any of the group's mootings*, he should bo 


appropriately characterized df adverse 
him is available. 
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fest Manchester, Ohio 
Deal 

Your letter of September 24th has been 

received. 

While I would like to be of service to you, 
Information contained in the files of the FBI must be main¬ 
tained as confidential In accordance with regulations of 
the Department of Justice and Is available for official use 
only. I regret I am not able to be of help In this Instance 
but trust you will understand the necessary reasons for 
this policy. 
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oPinterest. 


Enclosed Is some literature I trust will be. 
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Sincerely yours, 
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Enclosures (5) 

"faith in freedom" 

Counterintelligence Activities 
Communism—The Incredible Swindle i*.?" 

Let’s Fight Communism Sanely! 

One Nation's Response to Communism 

NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable In Bufiles. 
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3 c ntember ?h, 

Yho Honoro J. Kd^yr Hoover 

director of tliG federal burenu of Investigation 
blnshington, "">.0. 

>ir Mr. Hoover: 

Perhaps I am raking Tor :nfor.vitlon venLeh is not rerinissible to be dis¬ 
pensed to nn ordinary c Ltiarn. However, I have*f;Kntly disturbed by some 
'Uinrrcsions being passed .around among sone members or the church narm J aberc 
of vaiich I am the raster. 


In a recent meeting at yrhich a guest speaker spoke to oar young n 'riel 
people f s class on the subject of "Communism”, the speaker sought to implicate 
^r. Mart In lu j jjer^ king f Jr. as being connected with \ nc Communist -arty in 
America. Vhilc he did not say that he was a Communist, he did say th'i he 
has had connections with Communist—front organizations. 


Having herrd Ir. ibng xpen k personally nn .1 having rc id his b f ^< • ; or 4 he 
Birmingham b>-is boyco 4 ., I find it extremely hard to believe that he has v r 
such Communist connections. I have always considered Cr. King a foremost 
United^States citizen. If he has no such connections it is not right thn 4 
he should be so c3aj..c , d and have such suspicion cast u~on him, an;! ruiy such /^) 
rumors^hould be ended. 

' j 

If I an not asking for information tint cannot be dispensed, I was < 
wondering if you could send me a statemen^to *>. King’s standing is view V 
by + he Fenoral T iurcau of Investig"tion in regard to any dorr .iJiiirt connect ienr, 

If this information cannot be dispensed, I will understand. 

Thanking you, 1 r>rr>, 
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t September 30. 1934 



Your letter of September 23rd, with enclosure, ha s 
been received. 


With respect to your inquiry, regulations of the Depart¬ 
ment of Justice pertaining to the confidential nature of the Information 
contained in FBI files preclude my commenting as you suggested. 

I regret I am unable to be of assistance in this instance but trust you 
will understand. 

Sincerely yours, 


TJ. Fdgar Hoover 
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Sept. 23, 1964 


Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 


Gentlemen; 

enclosed, please find copy of picture showing Martin. Luther^King 
at meeting described in picture. Kindly notify if the information 
is correct, and whether or not the school pictured has been declared 
subversive. 
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The above picture was made by an employee of the State of Georgia, at the Highlander 
Folk School in Montcagle, Tennessee during the Labor Day week-end of 1957. The photo¬ 
grapher was sent to the Highlander Folk School by the Georgia Commission on Education. 
The Highlander Folk School was abolished by an act of the Legislature of the State of Ten¬ 
nessee at a later date because it was charged with being a subversive organization. 

Those numbered in the picture are: s N 

1. Martin Luther King, Jr., of the Montgomery boycott and the Birmingham riots. Karl % 

Prussion, a counterspy for the FBI for twenty-two years, charges that Martin Luther King, 
belongs to sixty Communist-front organizations — more thon any Communist in the^ 
United Stotcs. He is promoted and encouraged by the Kennedys. o 

2. Abner W. Berry of the Central Committee of the Communist Party. 

3. Aubrey Williams, President of the Southern Conference Education Fund, Inc., The Trans-, 

mission Belt in the South for the Communist Party. J 

4. Myles Horton, Director of Highlander Folk School for Communist Training, Monteaglc, 

Tennessee. f ill).. ~ ' 

These "Four Horsemen"-of racial agitation have brought tension, disturbance, strife 
and violence in their advancement of the Communist doctrine of "racial nationalism." _ 
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West Collingswooc^. New..Jersey 
Dear 


^(0 


Your letter of September 26th, with enclosure, 
has been received. 

With respect to your inquiry, information contained 
in the files of the FBI must be maintained confidential in accordance 
with regulations of the Department of Justice and is available for 
official use only. I regret I cannot be of assistance in this instance 
but trust you will understand the necessary reasons for this policy. 

Sincerely yours, 
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W.“Collingswood, N. J. 
Sept. 26, 1964 



Dear Mr. Hoover, 

This morning I received the enclosed article in 
the mail. Martin Luther King has been operating under the guise 
of religion. 1 

i ■ 

Accordii/g to this article he is either a full-fledged 
Communist or sympathizer. I have been told Roy Wilkins, and 
others who speak for the Negroes are Communists. 

You are the one man in this country that we rely on. 
We know you have the facts and tell the truth. 

Before election on Nov. 3. I would like to know 
whether King, Wilkins, etc. are Communists because the answer 
is going to influence my vote. 


Very truly Yours, 

bn*) 

P. S. From the recent decisions of the U. S. Supreme Court favoring 
Communists, I feel a thorough investigation is in order. What security 
do loyal citizens have when avowed traitors are favored? 
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MARTIN LUTHER a]NG....AT 
COMMUNIST TRAINING SCHOOL 



The above picture was made by an employee of the State of Georgia, at the Highlander 
Folk School in Monteagle, Tennessee during the Labor Day week-end of 1957. The photo¬ 
grapher was sent to the Highlander Folk School by the Georgia Commission on Education. 
The Highlander Folk School was abolished by an act of the Legislature of the State of Ten- 
^ nessee at a later date because it was charged with being a subversive organization. 

Those numbered in the picture are: 

Martin Luther King, Jr., of the Montgomery boycott and the Birmingham riots. Karl 
Prussion, a counterspy for the FBI for twenty-two years, charges that Martin Luther King 
belongs to sixty Communist-front organizations — more than any Communist in the 
United States. He is promoted and encouraged by the Kennedys. 

2. Abner W. Berry of the Central Committee of the Communist Party. 

3. Aubrey Williams, President of the Southern Conference Education Fund, Inc., The Trans¬ 
mission Belt in the South for the Communist Party. 

o [4. Myles Horton, Director of Highlander Folk School for Communist Training, Monteagle, 
Tennessee. 

These "Four Horsemen" of racial agitation have brought tension, disturbance, strife 
j^and violence in their advancement of the Communist doctrine of "racial nationalism." 
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lllnols 60302 


Dear 


h-t&) 


Your letter of September 25th has been received. 


In connection with your inquiry, I must point out 
that Information contained in the files of the FBI is confidential 
and available only for official use, pursuant to regulations 
the Department of Justice. I know you will understand my 
inability to be of assistance. 7 ,;=> 


ivuMUiR a 

sef 


Sincerely yours, 
3. Edgar Hoovejf 


0^1 ro 


NOTE: Letter was received in 1961 from an individual in 
Rei^selaer^Indiana^ncmirin^ about the loyalt 

th^HflH^^/unurch there. no 

Identifiable in Bufile^Tohattime. 
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ILLINOIS 60302 


h 7(c) 


Dfar Mr*. a oovor 


September ?'>, 196 ’ 


I fhivn a lady j rj my cb\r-ch who believes 
that Rart_1n l>uthu^ •'■in . is a comunist. IT know that she 
will'abide by 1 hat you say- and so will I. P > you have 
any facts either way ? Would you please l^t me know as 
she is causinp a 1 ot of trouble. 
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SUBJECT: 


Memorandum • united states government* 


Director, FBI (100-106670) date. 9/29/64 

Legat, Rome (100-0-915) 

r 

MARTIN LUTJIKR KING, JR. 

SECURITY MATTER - C 


Re Bureau routing slip dated 9/1/64 and Romelet 
dated 9/21/64. 


Set out below is the translation of an article 
which appeared in the newspaper "L’Unita," issue of 9/22/64, 
an Italian language newspaper published in Rome, Italy. 

London 
LUTHER KING: 

The Pope is Friend of the Negroes. 


N 


The Reverend Martin Luther King, presently 
in London for the launching of his last book 
dedicated to the racial problem entitled "Why We 
Cannot Wait," declared today that Great Britain 
also would have racial difficulties if the 
people do not exercise constant vigilance. 

Recalling his recent audience with the 
Pope, King said that Pope Paul VI has never 
hidden his friendship for the Negroes. This 
meeting, added King, left him with the impression 
that, according to the Catholic Church, segre¬ 
gation is morally condemnable. 

Concerning the United States, where he re¬ 
turns tomorrow, the Reverend King has declared 
that, after the approval of the civil rights law 
the situation has considerably improved in the 
Southern States. The day is not far away, he 
concluded, when the barriers of segregation in 
the Southern States will collapse completely. 



King said further that a victory by 
Senator Goldwater in the Presidential election would 
in America signify "one great and dark night 
of social destruction." Such a victory, he 
added, would signify an attempt to set back th< 
clock of history. 
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order of U.S. District Jud.ee John Lewis 
and sent to National Archives. 
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

American Embassy 
o i Paris 8, France 
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Date: 


^rom: ^Legat, Paris (100-2082)(RUC) 
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Subject: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JB. 
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September 25, 1964 
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FROM : 


subject: 


For the Information of the Bureau and Atlanta, 
the "Philadelphia Evening Bulletin," a daily newspaper, 
on 9/20/64 carried a story to the effect that Dr. MARTIN 
LUTHER KING would be speaking in Philadelphia before the 
Greater Philadelphia Citizens Committee, 10/7/64 at 8 p.m. 
at Convention Hall. Topic of the meeting will be Lav; and 
Order with Dr. KING making the principal address. 


, ft WiD&- 

2 - Bureau (R.M.) 

1 - Atlanta 

1 - Philadelphia (100-46230) 
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DIRECTOR, FBI date: 9/28/64 

C, PHILADELPHIA (100-46230) 


V ' 

DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING; 
SM - C_ 
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argo, Florida 


Dear 


h7(ej 


September 24, 1964 


been received. 


Your letter of September 20th, with enclosure, has 


With respect to your inquiries, regulations of the 
Department of Justice pertaining to the confidential nature of the 
information contained in FBI files preclude my commenting as you 
requested. I regret I cannot be of assistance in this instance but 
trust you will understand the necessary reasons for this policy. 


MAILtD 19 

3 EP 2 ! 1964 


Inasmuch as your communication is of interests 
another governmental agency, I am referring a copy of it to The 
Honorable, The Secretary of State, Washington, D. C. ^ 

CD g ^ 

_ Sincerely yours, 5 £ 
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to Secretary of State by form. 


To) son _ 

UHmont _ 

Mohr _ 

Cnaper _ 

'nllahan _ 

'onrad _ 

DeLoach _ 
r'vans 
Gale -Q. 
^oser 
Sullivan 

Tavel _ 

Trover 

F 

_ 

Gandy L_ 


DFCrdjgi 

( 3 ) 






jthir) 

51 3 * b\! S? ^ 


" T WVTAZK3Q 


/’ utcr-AK (j uv 






F: v 


/ TT 7 ISD 


r SO' 


MAIL ROOM t 


TLLETYPE UNIT l 









h '( r > 




Septernbei Poth 

Kr John Edgar Hoovor, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
U.S.Department of Justice Building 
Washington DC 

Dear Director Hoover : 

How come ' needs no passport 7 Is he being investigated 7 
Who' is financing trip aboard ? 
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—UPI Telephot# 


Martin Luther King Talks With Berliners 


The Rev. Martin Luther King, U.S. civil 
rights leader on tour in Germany, talks with 
members of a Berlin family whose apart* 
ment building was struck by Communist gun¬ 
fire early yesterday* The border guards 
were firing at an escaping refugee. A wom¬ 
an in the house was wounded by glass 


splinters when Communist bullets pierced a sc 
windnv pane. Story, rage 1-A. Dr. King was 
admitted into East Berlin without a passport 
last night. King had forgotten the passport C( 
but an East German border guard reeog- S I 
nired him and allowed him to pass. King ad¬ 
dressed overflow audiences in two churches* 



/nr) - ,'n, { /'. "//) 

ENCLOSURE 















-ab, 


Office MemoTu/idum 


• UNITED STAGES GOVERNMENT 


SUBJECT: 


Director, FBI (100-10GG70) 

Legat, Rome (100-0-915) 

( 

MARTIN LUTIIKR KING, JR. 
SECURITY MATTER ~ C 


DATE : 9/21/64 


Re Bureau routing slip dated 9/1/64. 

Attached for the information of the Bureau are two 
articles regarding MARTIN LUTHER JCING, JR. , which appeared 
in the 9/18/64 and 9/19/64 issues of the ’’Rome Daily 
American," a daily English language newspaper in Rome, Italy. 


; 3 . .'.<>/77 * 




Zl' cjM 

try routing slip I'tf 

□ * C{l0 y { 


ATT . 


Ct .n X oLi « 


.^ 

.--i 





/3y-^Bureau (Encs. 2) iJ 
Y^"(l - Foreign Liaison) 
1 - Rome (100-0-915) 
uCM/hcs 
(4) 


' 2)B HCL0SURB ^/p 0 -/ 0 

I.iaisnnl _ “ • 


.A'J e SEP2813«A 


34 OCT 5 1964- 







(Mount Clipping In Space 



Rev. ^King Has High Hopes 
Pope Will Aid Negro Cause 


, * 1 

ROME, Sept. 18-The Rev. Martin 
L'.ither King, one of the outstanding 
hegro leaders in the U S civii'ttghts 

r nipp p hfic i_ . b . . 


Py KEN W3LASCHIN 

. (Staff Writer) • 


a Fpccific agenda for his 
L other than «*ptein- 

the status of the racial situa- 
! ] ° n the u s today but that he 
Jt<au lo a ^-emphasized u ff.nJ*!? ^oidd be able to discuss 
stand by the Roman Catholic Church , rhfZSZ rc181100 to the Catholic 
against racism. 1 ^urch. 


- in ujc u.o. cmrngms 

struggle, has high hopes that his 
private interview with Pope Paul VI 
w |l 1 Jjad to a re-emphasized 

Stand nv f np P n tv\ n s-™ _i 


against racism. i 

v 71 * * xcIusn ’ e interview at I ,*!p f course, I hope that the Pone 
hjs Rome hole), stated that he did | w j !1 see fit to release a statement 

-- J .bout our■ ttalk" heexplained™ 

VS. ?; P , oman Cftlholic Church 
r® fj *, r ^{ el itf opposition to 
r: m , b v *! n ' wn ^ > l h »s been 

S-j'Tthir^-? *° lls ln ° 1,r work, 
f/: ,hlnk >/ everj- individual Calh- 

ciinrt h, n ?i u!eawBr e of the Church's 
stand by „nc Pope, it would be cf 
great assistance to the civil riehls 
movement in the future." 

King, ia Europe at the invitation 
of West Botlm Mayor Willy Brandt 
to open the West Berlin Arts Fesii- 
val, came to Rome specifically to 
^ee the Pope after being told he 
'Jcase turn lo Page 16 ) 
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* Rev. King 

(Continued from Page Ij 
could have an interview. 

tow this week*** JON 
toMoo where his most recent book 
will be published next week. While 

th<»rrik h« ■rill maVe V^tV. Vi i . a 

**v w«u u<nnc uwvu ^UUi JV 

TV appearances. I 

yhp *•» ttuto II 4 tfettfe* I 

pcwcy never to engage in pobtics, 
stated that he may soon change his 
mind and endorse President Lyndon 
4 .ta to coming presidential election* 

*£ -In * way I already hare," h* 
explained, “for I have felt it nec¬ 
essary to apeak out against Sen 
Sold water. As I have said before 
*nd will may again, his election 
would be a terrific setback for the 
American Negro, indeed for all of 

A manna’t ru-./.r U „ _i _ ^ . 

• J JWVi. OC TULCU vguiusi 

the Civil Right*: Bill and he voted 
against the poverty bin j 

“If be were elected the restless, 
poorer section of the Negro popu 
Ution wjtuld despair. Their life 
would be like a tang, narrow oar- * 

■ rtftar vntbout -exit* or mignpoate 
There would undoubtedly be more 
l violence, more riots. 

“I don't say this to condone them. 
f. absolutely condemn violence 1 
whether it is caused by Negroes in 
__ the North or racists in the South ! 

Vioiesice, as I see it, is both un- 
..jiracticaJ and immoral. But as a ! 
social analyst, 1 would say tha; 
Sen Gold water i election would 
'Hfuraly bring on new outbreaks of 
violence." 


Ibe 36* year-old Baptist 
* ton broke into a smile 


minister 


“But I don't think he will be 
elected," he said. 

Queried about what action the 
civil rights leaders planned after 
the November elections (they have 
declared a nnice" during the pre- 
wrcooin period i, King explained that 
plans were still not definite. 

"We may decide to concentrate 
on some of the most difficult taas 
tn the South where the Civil Rifcts 
Bill i& not being enforced or we 
may work on the wider front of 
voter rrfTrf rrtinra mi , 


•^n sJme wavs, to Nor 
a ranger problem ton to Sboto 
and undoubtedly <Vftnah£t?a£fcoa^ 

Harlem, for examplef will cootfeme 
to be a problem until ft Asa nSSkrm k 
— as a ghetto that U. But the break- A 
Bariam HR mi* 
massive outlay of money, far more 
than is being spent presently." 

King sympathized with to New L 
. Tork parents who have objected to I 
torto tote children transported • 
•cross town by bus in an effort 
to desegregate schools. ^ 

-But as the situation exists at to - 
moment, the bus movement is the 
only solution possible. I think that 
Hew York parents must accept it 
With good will *c a f 
measure and cooperate untiT tbe 
real causes can be rooted out And 
that will take time." 

The Negro leader stressed that he 
thought real progress was being 
made now In to OjB. t “in fact the 
progress is faster than we thought 
it would be* Even Georgia now 
has two Negro state senators and 
tore are Negroes to position* at 
political power all over the UB. I 
. am sure tot there will be a Negro 
tn the Presidential Cabinet within 
four years and 1 think ii highly like. 

Ij that a Negro could be ^elected 

S resident in another generation, say 
S years. 

“There are many Negroes now 
with the qualifications," be explain- 
, aad if the tide of rectal pj* 
jodice continues to recede at to 
present sate, tore would be no 
reason why a Negro could not be 
elected." 

King, who has never ba d toy 
tosire to go into politics, politely 
refused to even think about his 
ever runningffor the office. 

*^fy hope & that the American 
rad*! situation will become such 
that I can return full time to my 
firet and still my intended work, 
that of being pastor ol a church .* 1 
Kto is presently otvpastor of a 
CTUftA in Atlanta but bis work with 

Semi 

Mm «nh tta» tor -wreachint tan 

not pMtorm] rtirjn ~ 

■-~ _ r 
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Pope Gives"— 


King 

n 


6 Strong 


Endorsement ’ 

ROME. Sept If* f UPI i — Rev 
Merlin Luther King Jr. Friday be¬ 
came the first U.8 Nogro civil 
righis leader to meet with Pope 
Paul VI who he called ’*a friend 
of the Negro and of the cause of 
civil rights/' 

The American Negro talked with 
the Pope for ?jy minutes about 
peaceful, non-violent means for ad¬ 
vancing his cause and came away 
saying, -we have a strong endorse¬ 
ment from certainly the foremost 
leader m the world of Christen¬ 
dom." 

King said in an airport press con 
ference before flying to Madrid that 
the Pope promised he would make 
a public declaration supporting 
non-violent means for advancing the 
cause of the Negro and ol civil 
rights. The Pope did not say when 
he would make it, however. 

The Pontiff also asked King for 
i f ome his writings, and the Amer 
lean Negro pastor said he would 
send the Pope his two books. 
Strength To Love,”-and “Why Wp 
Can't Wait." 

King was in high spirits after 
the historic gathering. Earlier in 
St. Peters Square talking to jour¬ 
nalists he showed them a silver 
medal of the Ecumenical Council 
that the Pope had given him and 
quoted the Pontiff as saying, “I am 

a i nend people" 

King said that the Pope stated 
himself clearly in favor of the 

method of non-violent action _ 

citing his great admiration for the 
late Indian leader Gandhi — and 
—- (L ifose turn to Pape 16 j _ 


Prrpe 


(Continued from PaQe /1 
added that the Negroes must obtain 
their right* 

'*At this pom: I exclaimed ‘I am 
also for non violence’/' King said 
"The Pope told me he knew it and 
that be admired my conduct and 
hoped thai Ihroffgb ibis method the 
Negroes wn'ild licqu/re not only the 
rocoiimtinn -heir nghrs. but also 
fb** honor thus mus! be shown to 
all i ‘ivn person^ and persons of 
will " 

King joked 

"I can assure you this. t there are 
new* days ahead when T the Pope 
meets with a fellow with the name 
of Martin Luther." 


(Indirale page, name of 
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Dr. King Sees Pope, 
Gets Pledge vf Aid 


upent nearly ft half-hcftrr w iviv^ 
Dr. King wm significant In 
Itself, Private papal audiences 
are rare and often last barely 
10 minutes. _ ; 


Bi The Ataociatri Pr'%t 

VATICAN CfTY. 

Dr. Merlin. LpU>er„ King 
talked with goj^Paul VI lor 
25 minutes yesterday and 
said later the Pontiff "told 
me he would make a personal 
and public declaration 
against " racial segregation/' 
Dr. King added that the 
pope 4 'did not say and when 
It would be.” T / ' 1 : 

Thf' American civil rights 
leader, Tn an Interview after 
the audience, called his meet¬ 
in g wn t Ot he Pope and the 


Pontiff’s words "profound 
fncouragemerit for all Chris- 
_ tians in the world, and par¬ 
ticularly in the United States, 
who are involved in the civil 
rights struggle with us.” 

Dr. King, 35, a Baptist min¬ 
ister, and the spiritual leader 
of the world '5 350 million Ro¬ 
man Catholics, conferred in 
the papal apartment in the 
Apostolic Palace. 

The Vatican did not Issue & 
statement afterward. But the 
fact that the Pop^granted 
the private audienFS Bird 
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furnished by a highly confidential source on 8/31/64, w)^ 
has furnished reliable information in the past and whose 11 
identity cannot be revealed (Documentation anonymous). ' 

** Should the information from the confidential ^ 
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be classified "Confidential" and suitably paraphrased 
in order to protect this highly sensitive source. 
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MARTIN LUTHER .KING, SR, 

INFORMATION CONCERNING (SECURITY HATTER) 
Atlanta file 100-2102 


Re Bulet to Atlanta dated 5/5/64 entitled 
Communist Infiltration of the Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference, IS-C. 2 \ 



Enclosed are nine copies of a Letterhead Memorandum 
suitable for dissemination for the Bureau and two copies 
of the Letterhead Memorandum for the New York Office.^ 
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]•' 1C 1) I: It AT, it lilt I’.AIJ O I'' INVESTIGATION 

AI.U;t a, Georgia 
September 28, 1964 


pn, f i fi\ n/iL 


CO 1 


MARTJN LUTHER KING^SR.^ 



The 1964 Year Book of the Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference (SOLC), At lanta, Georgia, shows 
that MARTI N LUTHER KING, SR., is a member of the Executive 
Board of SCLC. 




KING was born December 19, 1809, in Henry 
County, Georgia. He is married to ALBERTA W. KING and 
they presently reside at 2873 Dale Creek Drive, N.W., 
Atlanta, Georgia. KING is currently pastor of The 
Ebenczer Baptist Church in Atlanta where he has served 
since 1943. \i 



The ’‘New York Times” newspaper dated 
May 29, 1956, page 40, column 1, described 
EARL BROWDER as having become Secretary of 
"... the Communist Party, USA, in 1930 and General 
Secretary in 1934, BROWDER was ousted as 
Chairman of Communist Political Assocation in 
1945 and yas expelled by the Communist Party 
in February, 1946, according to the article. [X 
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ed KING, 
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hich wo'ul 
SR, was a 


KING, 
Negro 


SR. wa^r 
Youth Ton 


to his knowledge MARTIN LIT 
a member of the Communist Party but 
SR. would cooperate with the Communist Party 
ent of the Negro race. There was no 
liable regarding activities on the part of 
d verify information from VERNA SCOTT that 
member of the Communist Party 

that MARTIN LUTHER }. 
ep^^Jcff^sympsHhetic to the Southern 


eported 
forence 


organ! 

pursue 


The 

zation whi 
nt to Exe: 


Southern Negro Youth Conference is an 
.eh was designated by the Attorney General 


utive Order i0450.1^ 


SR. attended a Southern Conference 


Educational Fund conference ic Atlanta, Georgia, according 


to thr 


1955, issue 


The Southern Patriot’"i/ 


Edueat 


A Characterization of the Southern Conference 

ional Fund as attached hereto.)/ . 
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resses 
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persons to wnom southern 
ence Educational Fund literature was jailed. Reverend 
LIITTER KING, 93 Boulevard, N.E. , Atlanta, Georgia, 
ed amf these names and addresses 

•'his document contains neither recommendations 
nclusiens of the FBI. It is the property of the 
d is loaned to your agency; it and its contents 
t tq ^distributed outside your agency. (7 










SOUTHERN CONFERENCE EDUCATIONAL FUND, INC. 

"The Southern Patriot,” a monthly publication, 
shows that it is published by the SOUTHERN CONFERENCE 
EDUCATIONAL FUND, INC. (SCEF) U 

"The Southern Patriot" was cited as an "organ" 
of the SOUTHERN CONFERENCE FOR HUMAN WELFARE (SCIIW) by 
the Conuaittee on Un-American Activities, House Report 592, 
on the SCIIW, June 12, 1947, 


The SCHW was cited as a communist front by the 
Committee on Un-American Activities, House Report 592, 
June 16, 1947.(1 


An amendment to the charter of the SCHW changed 
the name of that organization to the SCEF, and listed its 
purpose as being to improve the educational and cultural 
standards of the Southern people in accordance with the 
highest American democratic institutions, traditions, 
and ideals. The amendment was dated April 26, 1946,fj 


A source advised on March 2, 1961, that 
CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT, a Communist Party functionary, stated 
at a meeting of the Communist Party in Baltimore, Mary¬ 
land, on February 25, 1961, that the Communist Party is 
not connected with any progressive movement but indirectly 
they do have some Influence in the SCEF.4^ 


A second source, who is familiar with some phases 
of Communist Party activity in the New Orleans area, advised 
on May 27, 1963, that during the time the SCHW was in 
existence. Communist Party (CP) members were members of 
and worked actively in the SCHW. However, since the formation 
of the SCEF, rank and file CP members have not been 
encouraged to work in the SCEF, The source stated that the 
SCEF is a progressive, liberal organization, which he 
considers a CP front organization because it has gone 
along with the Communisjf Party on certain issues, particularly 
a the racial question^k 


On May 27, 1963, the second source advised that 
'in the past he has considered JAMES DOMBROWSKI, the 
Executive Director'of J the SCEF, to be a Communist, if not 
an actual Communist Party member, because he followed 


gommunlst principles 
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The second source also advised on May 27, 1963, 
that many people who are officials and members of the SCEF, 
while liberal in their views, are by no means communists.^ 
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U IS I * i;i> STATES DKl'AKTM JOiNT OF JUSTICE 
FEDKKAI. IHJIIKAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Atlanta, Georgia 
September 28, 1964 


Title MARTIN LUTHER KING, SR. 



Character 


Reference Letterhead Memorandum dated 

September 28, 1964, captioned 
as above at Atlanta, Ga. 


All sources (except any listed below) whose identities 
are concealed in referenced communication have furnished 
reliable information in the past.lA 


reliable an 



bin 

has furnished both 
■unreliable information in the past .4M 


This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI 
and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are 
ntit to be distributed outside your agency. 
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’’Secret” because it contains Information fromftMSffiMp h(T-) h7/2>J 
a source who has furnished highly sensitive iruonffatTon L J 

with regard to the racial situation in the New York area 
and the Communist infiltration thereof, and it is felt 
that this classification is necessary in order to prevent 
the source from being Jeopardized. ^ 
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Communist Influence In Racial Matters 
Internal Security - C 

A confidential source, who has furnished reliable 
Information in the past, advised on September 25 , 1954, that 
Bayard Rustin (the organizer of the March on Washington, 

August, I 9 S 3 ) was in contact on that date with an unidentified 
woman. According to the source, they discussed a youth 
conference which was recently held in Washington. D.C. 

Rustin said the conference went off very well.V/ 

Rustin told the woman that he also had a meeting at 
the A. Philip Randolph Institute (A. Philip Randolph, President * & 
of the Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters, American 
Federation of Labor - Congress of Industrial Organizations, 

AFL-CIO). In that regard, he said he spoke with two man from 
the office of George Meany (President, AFL-CIO), who were very 
interested in the A. Philip Randolph Institute (Washington, 

D.C.J. In view of Meany‘s interest, and the fact that he 
(Meany} was prepared to say that the AFL-CIO was willing to 
give 510 , 000 /-many other unions would fall into line,Rustin 
said. V./ 
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Continuing, Rustin said '’they 11 wanted him to proceed 
vigorously to try to get the tax exemption (for the A. Philip 
Randolph Institute) because "they"said at the "present time'’^^~^ 

This document contains neither recommendations 
nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property 
of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and 
its contents are not to be distributed outside 
your agency. 
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Communist Influence In Racial natter: 


m 


Rustin was very high on both President Johnson's and F 

Humphrey's list as a result of his work at Atlantic City, 
(during the National Democratic Convention). In view of 
that, Rustin said, he spoke to Joseph RauU (Vice President 
of the Americans for Democratic Action, ADA, and General 
Counsel to the United Auto Workers, AFL-CIO), vino said he 
was prepared to push the tax exemption through the 
Department of Justice. 

The same confidential source advised on September 25 
1964, that Bayard Rustin was in contact with Martin Luther 
King. Jr. (President, Southern Christian Leadership Conference 
SCLC), on that date. Among the matters considered was a 
speaking engagement to which King is committed for Sunday, 
November 11, 1964, in Newark, New Jersey. In that regard. 

King »ki;dDon Newoembe (ex-major league baseball player) had 


contacted him a‘:v 
desire that his : 
because he had tc 
date. )Q/ 


speak 


engagement. He said he did not 
:'c the affair be a major speech 
in Brooklyn, New York, on ths 


Rustin told King of a request he had received 
from Leon Davis (President, Local 1199, Drug and Hospital 
employees Union, Retail, Wholesale and Dep q jf 1 trnc n c S t or*s 
Union, RV/DSU, AFL-CIO), that King also speak in Newark on 
the same day. This speech, Rustin said, would be in behalf 
of hospital'"workers in Newark who Rustin said v;ere having a 
hard time with an organizing drive. & 

Rustin said that in addition to King's speech, 
that he (Rustin), k f Philip Randolph and others would be 
speaking as well .M 


■ ; K 


According to the source. King got an assurance 
from Rustin that he would not be speaking before a political 
gathering, but the affair would be concerned solely with the 
Negro struggle. Rustin promised to furnish King with 
additional details when he "arrived down there next week" 

(to attend the SCLC conference in Savannah, beginning on 
September 29 , 1964). fi/ 
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Communist Influence In Racial matters 


On September 26, 1964, the same source advised that 
Rustin was in contact with an unidentified woman on that date. 
Rustin related that he had recently talked with Dr. Logan 
(Dr. Arthur Logan, Chairman of the Board of Directors of the 
Haryou-Act), who informed him that he (Rustin) was being 
considered fop an appointment to the Board of Directors of 
Haryou-Act, 




It should be noted that Haryou-Act 

is a combination of Harlem Youth 

Opportunities Unlimited and Associated 

Community Teams, whose purpose is to fight juvenile 

delinquency in Harlem. 

The same source advised on September 27, 1964, that 
Bayard Rustin was in contact with an unidentified male on 
that date. Ruetr-r said he was leaving New York City, on 
Tuesday, September 29, 13*4, and would be gone for four days. 
But before he leaves the city, Rustin said he would write a 
statement endorsing Johnson (President Lyndon B. 
which King would use under his own name, 


Lyndoi 


Rustin then talked about the A. Philip Randolph 
Institute, and in this regard, listed the names of the following, 
who he said would be advisors: Roy Wilkins (Executive Secretary, 
National Association for the Advancement of Colored People, 
NAACP); Martin Luther King, Jr. (President of the SCLC); 

V/hitney Young (Executive Secretary, National Urban League), 
as well as othe^fy^ Rustin said it was very important that 
the public seq/ tjp se civil rights leaders were aligned with 
the Institute. 

In continuing his concern for the Institute, Rustin 
said he was going to open an office in Harlem to handle the 
affairs of the Institute. He said the office vjould be opened 
in his name, not in the name of the Institute, 


! VlCUJ 


During their contact, Rustin told of his recent 
appearance before a youth conference in beslangton, D.C. 

He said he had learned In that regard that he hud nude *r.-- 
Very favorable ’ijr.-orofl^ibn on fvpresentutivos of tho Labor 
Department.(apparently referring to representatives attending 
the conference) v ' ‘ 
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Communist Influence In Racial Hatters 


In "The. Saturday Evening Post", issue of July 11 
lo, 19U), pa qc 76, Seyord Austin is the subject 
of a feature article captioned: "The Lone Wolf 
of Civil Hi: hts", Tn it, Austin is said to 
have come to Now York in 1938, as on organizer 
for the Younpj Communist Lc-apua (YCL), end as 
such, he hod the job of recruiting, students for 
the "Party". Furthermore, the article reports 
that during his first years in Pcw York, Austin 
gave most of his oarninps to the "Party". Ho 
reportedly left the "Party" in 19i)l, the article 
states. 


The Y’CL has been designated pursuant to 
Executive Order 10i)50, 


The "Daily Worker", Fcorunr.y 11, 1957, page 1 
column '2, reported that 3a yard Austin, Executive 
Secretary, ’Jar Hr sisters Lea,-tic, was on observer 
ot the 10 th National Convention of the 
Communist Party, United States of America 
(CP, USA), held in Now York City, on 
February 9-12, 1957. 


The "Daily Worker" vias an East Coast Communist 
publication until it ceased puYLicution on 
January 13, 1958. 


Another confidential sourer, who has furnished 
reliable information in the past, advised on 
February 19, 20, 1961,, that 1,/ard Hus tin . . 
contacted Aeninmin J. Davis or. those datcs\/ 
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Communist Influence In Hncicl natters 


and sought his advice as to how he could escape 
from n speaking engagement to which he was 
committed. On the latter contact, Davis told 
Austin that ho was working on his request end 
had contacted friends who had contacts with the 
group to which Austin was to speak. /V 



"The How York Times", August 2k , 196Ij, pa^e 27, 
column l|, reports that Benjamin J. Davis, 
National Secretary, CP, USa, died in New fork 
City on the night of August 22, 19bl|. 



f 












/ 



On August 4, 1948, Davie testified before 
the House of Representatives, Special 
Subcommittee of the Committee on Education 
and Labor at Washington, D, C. At that 
time, Davis refused to answer when asked 
if he was then or ever had been a member 
of the Communist Party. In his testimony, 
he stated that the Communist Party was 
helpful to the labor movement in the 
United States. 
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TO : DIRECTOR, FBI (100-106670) 
FROM: SAC, BOSTON (100-35794) 

O 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

SM - C 


Re Atlanta airtel to Director dated July 1 6 , 1964. 

Enclosed herewith for the Bureau are newspaper 
clippings taken from the "Christian Science Monitor 1 ' at 
Boston, Mass., in its issue of September 11, 1964, and 
from "The Boston Globe", Boston, Mass., in its issue of 
September 12, 1964, concerning captioned matter. 

These are being submitted for the Bureau's 
information in connection with captioned matter. 
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(Mount Clipping In Space Below) 

Barry’s Defeat — | 
Necessary-Dr. King 

By MARY MEIER 


Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King 
[Jr., head of the Southern 
Christian Leadership Confer¬ 
ence, pledged Friday an all- 
out fight to defeat Sen. Barry 
M. (Joldwater’s bid for the 
presidency. 

The calmly spoken civil 
rights leader told a press con¬ 
ference at Boston University 
that “It is necessary to oppose 
Gold water and do all we can 
to defeat him. 

1 “Sen. Goldwaler is not a 
racist, but his philosophy gives 
[aid and succor to racists." 

He described the Republi¬ 
can nominee’s “18th century” 
outlook as “narrow, nation¬ 
alistic and “trigger-happy” and 
as “a threat to the security and 
morality of this nation.** 

This is, he noted, the first 
election in which he has made 
a political endorsement, but he 
said he was impelled by the 
“nuclear annihilation” threat¬ 
ened by Goldwater and the 
senator’s inability to “deal with 
the magnitude ofpoverty in the 
U nited Stal es.” 

“Negroes will" vote for the 
Johnson-Humphrey ticket with 
enthusiasm,” Dr. King said. 

The 36-year-old Baptist min¬ 
ister who launched the first 
large civil-rights ’ protest—the 
Montgomery, Ala., bus boycott 
in 1955, the same year in which 
he received hia-Ph.D. in theo¬ 
logy from Boston University— 
was in town to present his per¬ 
sonal papers and book manu¬ 
scripts to the university’s $5.5 
million central library, to be 
built next year. — — 

Accompanied by his attract-, 
ive wife and a friend who has 
often been jailed with him as a 
demonstrate^ Rev. Ralph Ab¬ 
ernathy of Atlanta, Dr. King 
made the Boston visit a one- 
day stop-over en route to West 
. Berlin, where he will deliver 
a keynote address for the open¬ 
ing of the city's 1964 arts fest¬ 
ival dedicated to President 
Kennedy, 

Sunday" evening he will 
preach from the pulpit of East 
Berlin’s Protestant cathedral. 

Contained in 15 packing 
b oxes, Dr . King’s c ollection 
contain^ personal correspond-* 


ence with leaders like the late 
President Kennedy and Rob¬ 
ert F. Kennedy, who wrote 
him deploring the treatment 
[w hich Dr, King received from; 
police in Montgomery. [ 

There are also letters of 
vilification and threats to his 
life, notes of lectures and 
speeches, press interviews, re¬ 
cords of incoming and outgo¬ 
ing telephone calls ana me¬ 
morabilia. 

The curator of the collec¬ 
tion, Dr. Howard B. Gottlieb, 
said its most striking features 
are the careful studies of ra¬ 
cial conditions in Southern 
cities and plans of active in¬ 
tegration. There is also a do¬ 
cumented section on police 
brutality and some moving let¬ 
ters from Medgar Evers, Ne¬ 
gro leader who was killed in 
his yard. * ^ ■ 

King declined to comment 
specifically on racial condi¬ 
tions in Boston, where he 
lived for three years as a 
graduate student, saying his 
schedule precluded * meeting 
with local civil rights leaders. 

He commented only, “I'm 
.sure Boston Negroes face the 
|same problems that exist 
across the country — ghetto 
housing, de facto school seg¬ 
regation, low employment 
levels and poverty.” 

Condemning Negro riots !n 
the North as much as white 
iSouthern violence and lawless¬ 
ness, Dr. King said peaceful 
demonstrations will resume 
after the election. 
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By Richard Neff 

Staff Writer of The Christian Science Monitor 

The Rev. Dr. Martin Luther I 
‘'never 


. tional Association for the Ad¬ 
vancement of Colored People. 

I And so the Rev. Dr. Kinf 
«returns today to Boston Uni- ' 
versify** “seedbed of civil- 
rights."’^ 

He has noted in his book 
"Stride Toward Freedom'" that 
Professor Chalmers and Dean 
Walter Mu elder of the School 
of Theology influenced his 
j growing concept of nonviolence. 
"'Both MUelder and Chal- 


Speech Cited 

King Jr., who "'never talked ] Dr. DeWolf points out that \ m ers « said x)r. King, "had a 
much About civil richts as a one J° tteci no * e includes the pass j on f or soc ial justice that 
, , „ , I, . .phrase "'God’s dream for man. stemmed not from a superficial 

student. returns to Boston, may have been the germ optimism, but from a deep 
University today to present his of Dr. King's later, now- * a jth in lhe possibilities of hu- 
personal papers to the library ] famous speech entitled "I Have man beings when they allowed 

of his alma maler. V l a at m thC A^ct' thems !l v ^ l 2 become co ' work * 

on Washington in August, erg with God. 

1963, I "It was at Boston University 

Boston University has a "cu -1 that I came to see that (the 
mulative tradition” in the field philosopher Reinhold] Niebuhr 
of civil rights and social action, had overemphasized the cor- 
Dj\ DeWolf points out. Both ruption of human nature. Hi* 
Taculty and students have made pessimism concerning human 
large contributions to these nature was not balanced by an 
fields. h optimism 

In addition to Dr, King, an- nature,” 
other BU student who Kgs 
gained national civil-rights 
prominence is James R*‘ For¬ 
man, executive secretary.of the) 

^udcTiLJikmviQlcnLCoortnnat' ^ 


The noted Negro leader, who 
received his doctorate in sailed 
theology from the university 
in 1955, "was just not active 
in student affairs," recalls a 
professor who knew him ahti- 
mately at BU. v 

"He had obvious strength? 
and stature,” says Dr. L. Har¬ 
old DeWolf, professor of sacred 
theology, "His friends kpew 
that onfe day he would be" in¬ 
volved in the civil-rights cause 
But as a student he seemed 
determined to get the finest 
training possible, as part of a, 
total background for what he 
would be called on to do later, M - 
Dr. DeWolf was Dr. King’s 
major adviser, helping 
plan a course of study, select a 
subject for his doctoral disser¬ 
tation, and critically evaluat¬ 
ing his work from week ^to 
week. v 

Project Coordinated 
Dr. DeWolf proposed that 
Dr. King’s papers be presented 
to the university, and coordi¬ 
nated the project of bffnging 
them here from Atlanta, where 
Dr. King is president of the 
Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference. 

“I went to Atlanta and 
sorted the papers for ship¬ 
ping,” Dr. DeWolf notes, add¬ 
ing with a smile, "there are 
15 cases each the size of a file 
drawer.” 

The collection, which will be 


concerning divine 


Ing Committee (SNICK). Mr. 
Forman did graduate work in 
1957-58 under a grant in ^the 
African Studies Program, 
Thesis Published 

Dr. Eric Lincoln, a Negro 
Ph D. graduate in I960, has be¬ 
come well-known for the pub¬ 
lication of his thesis on "The 
Black Muslims in the United 
States.” 

Other BU graduates have 
joined civil-rights battles on 
state and local levels. An ex¬ 
ample is the Rev. R. Edwin 
King, a white Mississippian 
who received his bachelor’s de¬ 
gree in sacred theology from 
BU and recently helped lead 
the effort by the Freedom 
Democratic Party to gain seat¬ 
ing. at the recent Democratic 
fNational Convention in Atlan- 
l tic City. 

During racial tension and 
rioting in St. Augustine, Fla., 
last June, Dr. DeWolf and sev¬ 
eral other BU faculty members 


. J 1 riTT’» UUJU ou 1 Ol Ul IV JIICIUDCIS 

1.3H, *.£ ' went to the scene and, accord- 


500.000 Central Library on the 
Charles River campus, in¬ 
cludes letters from president* 
of the United States and other 
American political leaders, 
prominent figures in the world 
of arts and literature, and 
civil-rights workers; manu¬ 
scripts of speeches and articles; 
and many jolted^_notes and 
photograph s. 


ing to Dr. DeWolf, helped re¬ 
establish the communication 
between white and Negro com¬ 
munities that eventually led to 
a racial truce in the historic 
1 city. 


Rights’ Seedbed 
Dr. Allan Knight Chalmsrs, 

. who retired last year as a pro- 
Hfessor at the BU School of 
iTheology, continues as presi¬ 
dent of the Legal Defense andj ' ^ 

lEduc Siiftiai F und of the : 
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DIRECTOR, FBI (100-106670) 

SAC, LOS ANGELES (100-57229) 

MARTIN LUTHER'KING, JR. 

SM-C 


Remyairtel 9/21/64. 


The "Los Angeles Times", a large daily metropolitan 
newspaper, on 9/22/64, published an article which disclosed 
that the luncheon honoring Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING, Negro 
civil rights leader, scheduled to be held on Friday, 9/25/6k s 
(in the Embassy Room, Ambassador Hotel, Los Angeles) was 
postponed indefinitely on Monday (9/21/64) because of Dr. 
KING’S inability to be in Los Angeles at that time. The 
article continued that the affair was to have been under 
the sponsorship of the Democratic State Central Committee. 

A copy of this airtel is being furnished to th 
Atlanta* Division for information. 
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DIRECTOR, FBI (100-106670) 
SAC, LOS ANGELES (100-57229) 

o 

SR KI 


MARTIN LUTHER 
SM - C 


LING, JR. 



The "Los Angeles Times," a large daily metropo 
newspaper, on 9/20/64 (Final Edition) published an article whicH 
revealed that MARTIN LUTHER KING would speak on behalf of the 
JOHNSON-HUMPHREY Democratic ticket, Friday, 9/25/64, in the 
Embassy Room of the Ambassador Hotel, Los Angeles. Dr. KING, 
who was described as the head of the Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference, will address the luncheon meeting which 
is under the sponsorship of -the Democratic State Central 
Committee, according to the article. The article continued 
that plans for his appearance became known when Party members 
received invitations to'the $5*00 a plate affair from Mrs. . 

CARMEN H. WARSCHAW, Southern California Democratic Chairman, J 

The foregoing is being furnished to the Bureau for^ 
information and no action concerning his visit contemplated by 
the Los Angeles Division UACB. 

A copy of this airtel is being furnished Atlanta 
for information. s'. 
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Dr. King, PoptiK 
To Talk on Kobe 

ATLANTA, Sopt. 16 (AP) 
The Rev. Dr. Marlin Lu ther 
K ing Jr., now in Europe, an¬ 
nounced through his office to¬ 
day that he hopes to lay the 
racial situation in the United 
States before Pope Paul VI. 

The civil rights .leader and 
Negro, spokesman disclosed 
that he 'had been granted an 
audience with the Pope onj 
Friday. ' 

A statement to the effect - 
was issued from tthe head-i 
quarters in Atlanta of the] 
Southern Christian Leader¬ 
ship Confercr:c, which Dr. 
King heads. 
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The Washington Post and t 
Times Herald 

The Washington Daily New.';_ 

The Evening Star_ 


New York Herald Tribune _ 

New York Journai-American 
New York Mirror _ 



ew York Daily News 
,ew York Post _ 


The New York Times 

Tin 1 Worker_ 

The Now Loader __ 


The Wail lit reel Journal 
The National Observer 

Pr-nplo'r. World_ 

Date _ 
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BERNARD S. LEE V. CLARENCE II. KELLEY, ET AL. 
(U.S.D.C., 1 >.C. ) CIVIL ACTION NUuEER 76-1185 


SOUT‘!E;IN CHRIST TAM LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE 
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CIVIL ACTION MUNSEi! 76-1186 


.LEY, ET AL (U.S.D.C., 


(SCLC) 

D.C.) 


Serial ¥55 pulled from tlris file under court order of 
U.S. District Judge John Levis Smith, Jr., and sent to 
National Archives. 
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Your letter of September 8th has been receive 



With respect to your inquiry, information contained 
In the files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential in 
accordance with regulations of the Department of Justice and is 
available for official use only. I regret I am unable to be of 
assistance in this Instance but trust you will understand the 
necessary reasons for this policy. 

I am enclosing, for your information, a copy of ^ 
my Testimony before the House Subcommittee on Appropriations ^ 
on January 29, 1964. On page 40 you will find my remarks with! i 
regarcl to communist interest in Negro activities. r-n ? 
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[an Sfirings, Nevada 
September 8, 1964 


hXcJ 


Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. H ooveri 


It has been revealed to me several times from literary sources 
and every day conversation that many of the civil rights demonstrations 
N are in great part a result of a communistic stimulus. I have also come 
^across many articles which have indicated that the Rev. Dr. Marti n Luther 
_Kj*D£,.is in some way connected with communism In America, along with many 
other civil rights leaders. 

If this is true, you would honor me greatly by confirming this 
and perhaps rendering a brief d issertation on Dr. King's communist 
a ssoclations. Thank you very much. 
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‘(priority) 
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{^Bureau (Ends. 6) (RM) .. . . 

(2- 100-106670) (MARTIN LUTHER KING.. Jr.) 

1 -Atlanta (100-6536) (MARTIN LUTHER KING, Jr.) (Ends. 1) 

5 -New York 

(1- 100-135535) (MARTIN LUTHER KING, Jr.) (42) 

(1- 100-46729) (BAYARD RUSTIN) (42) 

...atfl- 100-73250J (CLARENCE JONES) (42) r „nn 0 M CCPHfl 
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Tills letterhead memorandum 1 b clas 
au.se It contains Information from | 

These sources have furnished 
nrormatlon with respect to the racial to 

situation in the Nev; York area and the Communist 
infiltration thereof and it is felt that this classification 
is necessary in order not to jeopardize the valuable 
position of the informants in furnishing Information of 
this nature. \j^ 
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TRUE COPY 


September 14, 1964 


Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Sirs: 


As an Anti-Communist American citizen, I wouid 
very much like information on an article sent me, taken from the 
Augusta Courier of Aug. 31, 1964. This article lists several names 
as those of Communists or belonging to Communist fronts. Would 
you please check the individuals whom the F. B. I. have found to be 
Communists ? 

d) Also, is Bayard Rustin, assistant to Dr. Martin Luther 

King, listed as a Communist? ' 


And, finally, do you have lists of known Communists 
. available for public use? -I would very much like such a list for my 
own use in working against Communism. Thank you very much. 



Palmer, Nebraska 
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Memorandum^OVW TI ' T 1 -!* rr n’ T '0PE 


Jr. W. C. Sullivan ;J- 


for. F. J, Baumgardner A '4* 
5 ,, ;(■/' 


SUBJECT: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

SECURITY MATTER - COMMUNIST 


9-8-64 
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liuirntu 

A. Jife 


Reference is made to my memorandum to you in xn!H mai 
dated August 31, 1964, in which the Director approve^th^r^^ 
to have Assistant Director Malone orally brief ■■HEMMSPnSHI 
nine Martin L uther King, Jr.’s communist connections and 






later this month. 


o avoid the possibility of having the Pope grant 
g in connection with his proposed visit to Rome 


Malone was brief ed in this matter a nd told to stress two 
things in his contact with the first being that 

he should stress of course the confidential nature of our briefing 
so that the Buremooul^jotb^^awn into the picture, and, secordly, 
to > i i i I 1 7|| 1 ' 1 11 1 1 1 take the necessary action 

so that if he could not, we could 
take appropriate steps through other channels. 

— - r, ~ U‘ 

c l!alon^ca^^^todaj^and stated that he had discussed the 1 
situation Vit h °vor the weekend and he said that 

«^HP»took'instant steps to advise the VjU^jar^againsI^^^^^ 
granting .any. audience to King. He stated that 

assured him that he would respect the con fidential nature of the 
information and added that most pleased and 

gratified that the Director thought enough of him to take him into ' lj_ 
his co n fidence and to_rel y upon him to handle such a del icate m atter, 

Ith^tthe Pope i^no^pj^ced in an embarrassing positio^tnrough any 
^contact with King. 


RECOMMENDATION: 


For your information. 


^ v i?£C‘ 5? /<?/* - //0 C&'/ty 


1 - Mr. Belmont 
1 - Mr. Mohr 
1 Mr, DeLoach 
1 - Mr. Sullivan 
1 - Mr. D. J. Brennan 
1 - Mr. Bland 
1 - Mr- 
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DATE: September 17, 196^ 


l'linsmit the following in 


AIRTEL 


REGISTERED MAIL 


TO: DIRECTOR, FBI 

FROM: SAC, BALTIMORE (100-23140) 

SUBJECT: CIRM 

BUFILE 100-3-116 

NEW YORK FILE 100-151543 

ATLANTA FILE 100-6520A 

COMINFIL OF SCLC 
IS “ c 

BUFILE 100-433794 

NEW YORK FILE 100-149194 

ATLANTA FILE 100-5713 


Reference Atlanta airtel to the Bureau dated 
Aigust 21, 1964, and Baltimore airtel to the Bureau dated 
August 27, 1964. 


^15, 1964, 

Maryland, was recontac 
7^reT5Ti£e go records of registrations and long-distance calls 
for period August 20-25, 1964. He advised that same were 
being processed as rapidly as possible, and he would furnish this 
office desired information at earliest practicable date. 

Baltimore will upon receipt of the information set 
out appropriate leads. 

(p)~ Bureau (3 - 100-3-116) {CIRM) (REGISTERED MAIL) 




2 - New York 


fl - 100-43379'U SCLC) /O 

(i - 100-106670 )(MARTIN luther-king, JR. 


(1 - 100-151543)f CIRM)(REGISTERED MAIL 
(1 - 100-149194HSCLC) 



3 - Atlanta (1 - IOO-652OA)(CIRM)(REGISTERED MAIL) 

fl - 100-571B)(SCLC) &!>*»., * 

(l - 100-5536) (MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.) " ' V ** 

2 - Baltimore 
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MRKAim S. LEE V. CLAJENCK 


W. KELLEY, 1ST AL. 


(UJa.D.'C, D, C. ) CIVIL ACTION’ NUJLKb 76-11G5 

souths cml.tsviam LEADEdsnir coni-keei-ice (sclc) 

V. CLALELCi: VI. LiihLEY, ETAL (U.S.D.C., D.C.) 
CIVIL ACTION EUiJoER 76-1186 


Unrecorded serial dated ?A M pulled from Ibis file 

under court order of U.S. District Judac John Lewis 
Smith, Jr., and sent to National Archives. 




/ 



BERNARD S. LEE V. CLARENCE H. KELLEY 
(UJI.D.'C, D.C.) CIVIL ACT I Oil NUMBER 


ET AL. 
76-1185 



SOUTHERN CURTJTTAM LEADERS! IIP COME EPEE 
V. CLARENCE M. KELLEY, ET AL (U.S.D.C. 
CIVIL ACTIO;: NUMBER 76-1186 


CE (SCLC) 

, D.C.) 


Unrecorded serial doled /W pulled from Lhis file 
under court order of U.S. District Judoe John Lewis 
Smith, Jr., end sent to National Archives. 
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(priority) 
DIRECTOR, FBI (100-442529) 
SAC, NEW YORK (100-153735) 
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Enclosed are seven (7) copies of a letterhead 
memorandum captioned and dated as above. 


The source who furni 
in the letterhead memorandum 'was 


were: 


information \ 

fefr) tP(D) 


I 

Jr , ►-< »: • 

♦ *. 

-K tr. !•■ 

: L pi 

i* . The source characterizing THOMAS DAVID^ i ^ -i 3 

wi ° KAHN’-as-records of Selective Service, January, 1961.A *•» -o 
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^ UjCLOST#& 167 SEP 17 1964\ .M^1‘^ 

(5^Bureau (En$¥s. 7) /O W'nlil 

Ml- 100-106570) (MARTIN LUTHER TUNG, Jr. )_«_—! 

(1- 100-158790) (BAYARD RUSTIN) 'CONFIDENTS <£> 

2 -Atlanta (100-o520-A) (CIRM) (INFO) (Ends. 2) (RM)S1 
(1- 100-5586) (MARTIN LUTHER KING, Jr. ) 0^4 

v-\ rj 

^r^lPTfCOr.TA^® 

E -CiTX«4W } 



1 -Cleveland (100- ) (INFO) (Ends. 1) (RM) 

4-New York 

f l- 100-156585) (MARTIN LUTHER KING, Jr.) (42) 
*1- 100-46729) (BAYARD RUSTIN) (42) 

‘l- 100-130250) (THOMAS DAVID KAHN) 
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This letterhead memorandum Is ; - 

"Secret" because it contains information f ron fSBHH9H9lv 
This source has furnished highly sensitive information iWfA 

with respect to the racial situation in the New York . (oC 2 / bt\PJ 
area and the Communist infiltration thereof and it is '• v 
felt that this classification is necessary in order 
not to jeopardize the valuable position of the informant 
in furnishing information of this nature, >. •* £ 
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File No. t 

Bu 100-44252^ 
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New York, Mew York 
September 10, 1964 ^ 


jjwyi U3 r 


CCKV 


Communist Influence in Racial Matters 
Internal S^curity-C 

A confidential source, .ho has furnished 
reliable information in the past, advised on September 
S, 1954, that Thomas Kahn and Bayard Rustin were in 
contact on that date. Rustin informed him that he (Rustin), 
Martin Luther King, Jr. (president of the Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference) and Jilklns (Roy YJilkins, E-.ecutive 
Secretary’of the National Advancement for Colored People, 
NAACP) have been invited by the National Council of 
Churches to attend a conference on Thursday, September 
10, 196 ^ 4 , in New York City. The conference, Rustin 
said, will be for the purpose of allowing them (Ru3tin, 

King and Milklns) to evaluate the work of the Freedom 
Democratic party. A( 


Rustin also informed Kalin that he had been 
invited by the National Council of churches to accompany 
Doctor Eugene Carson Blake (Stated Clerk of the Presbyterian 
Church) to Cleveland, Ohio, on Thursday, September 17 , 19o4. 
Rustin said he would talk to church leaders while in 
Cleveland. Rustin said he thought that type of action 
was growing and was very important.^/ 
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Tnis document contains neither recommendations^ S/yj'^r 
nor conclusions of the Federal Bureau of Investigation. Itrtm^'g/ 
is the property cf the Federal Bureau of Investigation and ^ 
is loaned to your agency 1 t »nd it.;? nontents are not to C/i 




distributed outside your agency. 
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Communist influence in Racial Matters 

A confidential source, who has furnished 
reliable information in the past; advised 
in January, lydl, that Thomas D via Kahn 
admitted being a member of the Young 
People's Socialist League (YPSL) from 
1957 to 1961 and a member of the National 
Executive Committee of the YPSL during 
the same period. For characterisetion of (YPSL), 
got attached characterization of Young Socialist Locguo 
In "The Saturday Evening Post'-, issue 
of July 1] - lo.. 1954, page 76 , Bayard 
Rustin i 3 the subject of a feature 
article captioned “The Lone v/olf of 
Civil Rights". In It, Rustin is 3 aid 
to have come to New York in 1988, as 
an organizer for young Communist League 
(YCL) and as such, he had the job of 
recruiting students for the "party . 

Furthermore, the article reports that 
during his first years in New York, 

Rustin gave most of his earnings to 
the "party". He reportedly left the 
party-' in 1941, the article states. U, 

ycL has been designated pursuant to 
, Executive Order 104 JC.t^ 

The “Daily Worker", February 11, 1957* 
page one, column two, reported that 
• Bayard Rustin, Executive Secretary, War 
Resisters League, vias an observer at the 
loth National Convention, Communist Party of 
United States of America (CPUSA), February 
9-12,1957 j held in New York Cityg^ 

The Daily Uoidcer- was an east coast 
Communist publication until it ceased 
publication on January 13, 1958. 
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Communist Influence In Racial Matters 



Another confidential source, who nas 
furnished reliable information in the 
past, advised on February 19, 20, 1&54, 
that Bayard Rustin contacted Benjamin 
J. Davis on those dates and sought his 
advice as to ho;/ he could escape from 
a 3 peaking engagement to which he was 
committed. Cn the latter contact, Davis 
told Rustin that he v;as working on his 


request and had contacted friends who 
had contacts v/ith thegroup to whom 
Rustin was to 3peak./fW £/ 



"The New York Times", August 2k, 1954, 
page 27j Column four, reports that 
Benjamin J. Davis, National Secretary, 
CPU5A, died in New York Caty on the 
night of August 22, 1954. 
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| YOU NG SOCIALIST LCAGUg (YSL ) 



The March 1, 1954, issue of the "Young Socialist 
Challenge," published as page three of "Labor Action," 
an official publication of the Independent Socialist 
League (ISL), contained an article concerning the 
creation of the YSL, which pointed out that at a unity 
conference occurring February i2-14, 1954, at Labor Action 
Hall, New York, New York, a merger occurred between the 
Young People’s Socialist League (YPSL) and the Socialist 
Youth League (SYL), The new organization was named the 
YSL. y 


A confidential informant on June 15, 1954, made 
available the minutes of the YSL’s National Action Committee 
meeting of April 13, 1954, which reflected that one S. 

SITEMAN, " Chairman of 3p {Socialist Party) Youth Committee,", 
had objected to a statement appearing in "Commerce," a 
New York University journal, which indicated that the YPSL 
merged with the SYL to form the YSL. He explained that 
the YPSL did not merge with anyone, that it continued to . 
exist as the youth section of the Socialist Party. He 
explained that a small group of the YPSL was dropped, 
expelled, or suspended from that organization and joined 
the SYL, which he characterized as the youth group of the 
"Trotskyite I3L." He explained that after these few former 
members of the YPSL joined the SYL, the SYL thee paoceeded 
to change its name for its own purposes, L( 

On April 9, 1956, another confidential informant 
advised as follows: 

The YSL has frequently worked in close sympathetic 
cooperation with the ISL toward similar objectives, although 
each major issue given mutual consideration is decided upon 
by these organizations individually. The YSL serves as an 
apprenticeship for the ISL, but ISL selection of members from 
YSL ranks is made on an individual and personal basis. In 
many instances YSL members are also members of the ISL, 

All confidential soirees mentioned herein 
have furnished reliable information in the past. 
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The YSL and ISL utilize the same printing house in New 
York Gity and the YSL publication is printed as an. insert 
in ’’Labor Action." Frequently, lecturers before the YSL 
are ISL members. ^ 

The September 22, 1958, issue of "Young 
Socialist Challenge," which appeared as page five of 
"Labor Action," contained an undated statement from 
the National Action Committee of the YSL which indicated 
that the YSL had been dissolved. The statement appeared 
under the caption "Join the Young Peoples Socialist League,'l/' 

The YP.JL is publicly kpown as the youth 
affiliate ©f the Socialist Party-Social Democratic 
Federation. 
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Mr. P. J. Baumgardner 
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IE August 31, 1964 

1 - Mr. Belmont 
1- Mr. Mohr 
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MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 
SECURITY MATTER - COMMUNIST 


X- Mr. DeLoach Gon< ! 

1- Mr. Sullivan C* Q 
1- Mr. D, J. Brennan! 
1- Mr. Bland . / 


kl(c) 


Martin I/ither King, Jr., is to be in Wes 


n,- Germany; 



for the opening of that city's cultural festival 9/13/64. We have 
just obtained details of his itinerary for travel abroad which reveals 
that he will leave the United States either 9/11 or 12/64 and not 
return until 9/22/64. Included in his itinerary is a visit to Rone, 
Italy. He is to go there from Madrid, Spain, 9/18/64, and remain in 
Rome until the morning of 9/20/64 when he will go to London, England. 

We have not as yet obtained any information indicating the / 
purpose of his visit to Rome, but it is entirely likely that he may 
seek and be given an audience with the Pope. This likelihood is 2/ 
clearly evident when one considers that King is receiving more and^'s. 
more acclaim as a leader of the Negro people in this country, plus 
the fact that he is a clergyman. Further, King we know is being con¬ 
sidered for the Nobel Peace Prize and his receiving an audience with 
the Pope would likely receive considerable publicity, especially in 


I Europe 


further enhancing his chances for the Prize. 


■o\ 


I It would be shocking indeed for such an unscrupulous character 

as King to receive an audience with the Pope. It is believed that if T 
a plan to see the Pope is in the making, it ought to be nipped In the / 
ibud. We have considered different possibilities for meeting this / - 
problem and believe that the best one would be to have Assistant / 
Director^ Malon e of the New York Office personally co ntact 

d on a highly confidential basis 
►(1) the fact that King is to visit Rome and the 
, likelihood of his receiving an audience with the Pope and (2) 
unsavorj^nature of King's character, both from a subveraiv^and flB \ 
Malone should be able to Impress upon I 

likely embarrassment that may result to the Pope should he grant King / 
an audience and King is later discredited. In this llgh^i^would I 
hardly even be necessary for Malone to "suggest" whatBflHHHHB^ 
should do to forestall any possible audience, Malon^shoul^strMt^f^ 

nature of this matter with 

and InaiirA thfit the Sia 10 j 
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Memorandum to Mr, Sullivan 
RE: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR, 
100-106670 


I way associated with any action taken bi 
Malone should also obtain fromcoramitmebt^that he 
will be able toblockany_attempt by King to gain an audience with 
the Pope, If la not able to give such an assurance, 

we must Immediately know this so that we may explore some other avenue. 

RECOMMENDATION: 


k7(C) 





^Director Malone should personally 
, in accordance with the attached 

Indicating King , s communist connections and 
(This is the same summary we previously used 
in preventing King’s receiving an honorary degree from Marquette 
University.) The attached summary should also be used for telephon- 
ically briefing Malone. This matter should receive most expeditious 
handling because of the time element involved. 
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BeATalrtel 9/4/64, copies to Hew York, captioned 
”CI1M; Kart in Luther King, Jr,, gM~C” and enclosed letter- 
bead memorandum of save dato, . ; v t ; . • ■ ■ . ; ‘J 

It waa reported that Kartln Luther King, Jr,, 
and some of his associates are In the process of preparing 
an article which Is to be submitted to -roe Saturday Evening 
Post" for possible publication, Vhile it is indicated that 
the article will deal vith certain natters such as the 
poverty Bill, elections, riots and the so-called "backlash** ' 
there is no definite indication as to the line which the . ... 
article will follow or the stands which King will take la 
the article. It is King*s intention to have the article 
published before the forthcoming national elections, 

Secoiving offices should be extresel/ 
to obtain all available information concerning the article 
in question and specifically what its contents will be,, > 
Keep* the Bureau promptly advised so that Interested v 
Government agencies and offlcials.nay be apprised, 

\ ‘ ,.-3* . v > - ; • - -in f, • ' * ' v 

It Is noted that King is considering having a 
meeting with some of his advisers in Vew York City, 9/42/64 
concerning the article, Kew York should consider necessary 

Jad* 4h a mu w,> am a a J 4 JAn4-4 #«4 ns m ot*siAmm nH tli 

VWf«l«5f AVI vuv V«ipvne V* avvueaajau^ ~ * — 

whom King will meet. Be alert to information which will 
be'available through your established sensitive sources 
Just subsequent to such meeting as the sources aTel likely 
to divulge contents of the article, 
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- lew York (100-153735) /Q 


100-106670 (Martin Luther King, Jr.) \ 
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Letter to Atlanta 
' i{ . RE: Cl RE 

V'-; 100-442529 


NOTE : 

i 

: We sure disseminating the information contained 

in the letterhead memorandum to the Department, Secret 
* Service, and military intelligence agencies. As soon as 

' we are able to obtain any definite information as to ■ 

• , what line King intends to take in his article we will 

furnish such information to the White Bouse. 













4 - • 
•fW\„. 


- 2 - 





/ 


BERNARD S. LEE V. CLARENCE II. KELLEY, ET AL. 
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SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE (SCLC) 
V. CLARENCE Pi. KELLEY, ET AL (U.S.D.C., D.C.) 
r.TUTT. ACTION MUiiBER 76-1186 


Serial Ml pulled from this file under court order of 
u!s. District Jud S e John Lewis Smith, Jr., and sent to 
National Archives. 
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